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Care for the Injured Child by the Surgical Staff, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada pp xviii +444 illustrated $28 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1975 The writing of this book was stimulated by the centenary activities of the staff of the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto and is an important volume for all concerned with the injured child. The most common cause of death over the age of two in children is multiple trauma. This book covers injuries to all systems very adequately and in this respect is unique. The management of eye injuries, finger injuries, ear, nose and throat emergencies and a multitude of minor trauma, all covered in one volume makes this a very welcome addition to the Casualty Officer's Library. In addition, cardiac arrest, shock and the management of catastrophies in the intensive care situation is well covered. The non-accidentally injured child is an increasing problem in western civilization and again this volume gives sound advice. The importance of history taking, the parents' history and the technique of total examination of the injured child is rightly stressed. The large section on musculoskeletal injuries is extremely well written. The chapters on fractures are comprehensive and well cover the general principles of fracture treatment as well as the particular problems of those injuries sustained in the child.
This book is highly recommended to all staff in our accident and emergency departments. We are biologically programmed to develop skills in response to inputs. In this sensp language may be our most important skill but it must be gained very early in life. The saddest cause of failure to develop language is deafness which has not been recognized early enough and the fact that many of these children could be taught to speak if their hearing defect had been uncovered, makes it imperative that they should be identified in the first few months of life. Canada has long taken a leading interest in the problem and this particular conference brought together a number of outstanding experts. G R Fraser's contributions *on the genetics of deafness are always important and the various papers make the distinction between the assessment of an individual child and the social need for mass screening and evaluation programmes. It is the latter which are of particular interest because contributions come from Italy, Sweden, Israel and Poland as well as North America. The differences in outlook and approach based on the various social considerations are specially valuable. A few papers on electrophysiological and 'objective' techniques show how much progress has been made in this field since the conference was held and demonstrate how far it has grown, particularly in Europe. Dr Mencher's own welcome contribution on auditory perception ends an interesting and helpful collection which is recommended to those in medicine, community work and allied sciences who are concerned with hearing in children and the development of language. since the last edition fluorescence techniques have been applied to an ever greater diversity of problems, and specificity has been improved. The text is increased by 68 pages, the references by 63 pages, and there are 7 additional pages of bibliography not mentioned in the text. Dr H A Ward from Professor Nairn's department has joined the contributors. The number of chapters, and their headings are unaltered, but each has been rewritten and there are some new illustrations. Any reader who is not personally familiar with fluorescence techniques may wonder why they are not even more widely used, particularly for rapid diagnosis. This account of methods and their uses does not attempt to compare them with nonfluorescence methods nor to assess the proportion of false reactions encountered which indeed will vary with the quality of reagents used. Those familiar with fluorescence techniques, and with previous editions, will find that this is as concise, readable and up to date as we have been led to expect, even though the task of revision increases each time with the growth of the subject.
The book is essential reading for applied biologists in many fields, and should be readily available for all those using immunofluorescence techniques. It Press 1976 This most recent volume in this series brings together a vast amount of knowledge for workers in the steroid field. The topics chosen include long-acting injectable contraceptives by T J Vecchio, a comprehensive review of the biochemical effects of oral contraceptives by Maxine Briggs, and a most able and lucid account of mineralocorticoids by J R Stockigt. It also contains rather more specialized articles on factors influencing the biliary excretion of cestrogens by H Watanabe, the effect of steroid hormones on spermatozoa by J S Hicks and A Rosado and an editorial on the role of steroid hormones and prolactin in human cancer.
Although this book is mainly for the specialist in these various fields, the chapter on mineralocorticoid hormones has a much wider appeal and should be read by all those interested in the enigma of low-renin-hypertension. This volume contains ten chapters dealing with gonadal hormone control and action: Control of proliferative growth in androgen responsive organs and neoplasms (Bruchovsky and Lesser); Human gonadotrophins: biochemical, immunological and clinical aspects (Butt); Pineal factors in the control of testicular function (Kinson); Androgens and aestrogens in prostatic neoplasia (Mawhinney and Belis); Control of pro-lactin secretion by hypothalamic catecholamines (MacLeod and Login); Antiandrogens (Neri); Target sites for suppressing fertility in the male (Prasad and Rajalakshmi); Mechanism of action of gonadotrophins (Saxena and Rathnam); Regulation of cyclic nucleotide and prostaglandin metabolism in sex steroid-dependent cells(Singhal, Tsang and Sutherland); Prolactin influences upon androgen action in male accessory sex organs (Thomas and Keenan). Of outstanding interest is the chapter on human gonadotrophins by Butt which is a must for all clinical endocrinologists. The sections on control of prolactin secretion and antiandrogens are also of particular interest to the clinician.
This volume fulfills a useful function and should prove of value to endocrinologists, pharmacologists and biochemists, particularly those involved in research in this field. The price of £17.50 is high and might discourage the clinicians, but the book contains so much valuable information that the research worker in this field would be wise to consider it for his library. Few of today's General Practitioners receive adequate instruction in this fast growing subject at their medical school. This book, however, succeeds in its aim to provide background information to new advances in the field. Already new knowledge has superseded the text for recent publications suggest the possibility of intrauterine devices producing limb deformities in the developing foetus sufficient to consider termination of the pregnancy.
One is surprised to read 'discontinuation of oral contraception should be considered if there ... is a rise in the systolic blood pressure over 180 mm Hg or a rise in the diastolic blood pressure over 110 mm Hg' (my italics). Surely the late Director of Medical Training of the Family Planning Association and her co-author should be well aware that at this level unnecessary health risks are encountered and that life insurance and pension premiums become heavily loaded, thus jeopardizing the woman's future. Would it not be wiser to teach practitioners that the lower level of 160/90 mm Hg would be a more acceptable one at which to recommend alternative methods of contraception ?
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